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NEWS IN BrIEf India-UK pact soon on 
medical products’ regulation

87% of Indian companies plan 
to give salary hike in 2021: Survey

Centre approves Rs 1,810 cr investment 
for Himachal hydro project

Ease in Covid restrictions, demand 
lifted India’s Oct services output: PMI

New DelHI: Ease in Covid-19 restrictions along with 
fresh demand lifted Indias service sector output October. Accord-
ingly, the seasonally adjusted India Services Business Activity 
Index showed an increases that ended seven-month sequence 
of reduction.

Consequently, the index rose to 54.1 in October, up from 49.8 
in September. Notably, the seasonally adjusted business activity 
index posted above the 50 (index reading) no-change mark the 
first time since February.

The indices vary between 0 and 100, with a reading above 50 
indicating an overall increase compared to the previous month, 
and below 50 an overall decrease. “The latest reading pointed to 
a solid rate of growth in output that was stronger than its long-run 
average,” the IHS Markit report said. According to panel mem-
bers, the upturn was supported by improved market conditions 
amid the loosening of Covid-19 restrictions.

Hit by us elections uncertainty, 
rupee plunges to 2-month low

MUMbaI: The uncertainty regarding the US election out-
come impacted the Indian rupee which plunged to its 2-month 

low mark during Wednesday’s 
trade session. Accordingly, the 
rupee hit an intraday low of 74.88 
as the US presidential results 
might be contested in courts. At 
around 3.15 p.m., the rupee traded 
at 74.80 to a greenback. “Markets 
would not like a delayed result, 
which can lead to prevalence of 
more risk-off sentiment,” Sajal 

Gupta, Head, Forex and Rates, Edelweiss Securities. “No matter 
who wins. Stimulus shall be coming. So expect US dollar to 
weaken in two weeks time after a clear win.”

According to Nish Bhatt, Founder and CEO, Millwood 
Kane International: “A lack of clarity on the outcome of the US 
Presidential Election has created a lot of uncertainties.” “Global 
equity and currency market have reacted according to it. With the 
US Dollar gaining strength, the Indian rupee saw a decline, as it 
slipped towards the crucial 75 per US dollar mark.”

sBi’s Q2Fy21 net profit 
rises over 51%

MUMbaI: Lending major State Bank of India on Wednes-
day reported a rise of 51.88 per cent in its standalone net profit 
for Q2FY21 on a year-on-year basis. Accordingly, the lenders’ 
net profit increased to Rs 4,574 crore from Rs 3,012 crore re-
ported for the corresponding period of the previous fiscal.

Besides, the Net Interest Income (NII) increased to Rs 28,181 
crore in Q2FY21 from Rs 24,600 crore in Q2FY20, an increase 
of 14.56 per cent YoY. “Bank has delivered a strong performance 
in Q2FY21 with all round improvement in ‘Profitability, Capital 
Adequacy and Provision Coverage Ratio, including Additional 
Provision over Minimum Regulatory Provisions’ required,” the 
lender said in a statement.

Kohli, Sharma maintain their top 
two spots in ODI ranking

Young arrows cadets aim for bull’s eye 
ahead of debut ISl campaign

Federer-nadal rivalry greatest not 
just in tennis but globally: sindhu

MUMbaI Indian tennis star Sania Mirza believes Roger Federer 
and Rafael Nadal are two legends not just because of their fierce 
rivalry but also because of the mutual admiration and respect they 
have for each other. Mirza, who has been a teammate for the legends 
in the past at International Premier Tennis League (IPTL), recently 
talked about the pure nature of the legendary rivalry.

“The way they talk about each other on and off the camera is pretty 
incredible and I’ve seen that being a part of IPTL where I was on 
Rafa’s team and I was on the same team as Roger in the following or 
the year before that. They speak so highly about each other,” Mirza 
said on the sidelines of premier of ‘Strokes of Genius’, a documentary 
currently streaming on Discovery Plus.

“On the courts, of course, everybody knows that they’ve had some 
incredible matches and have some incredible history, but I think off 
the court are the moments that make them very special.

The respect they have for each other and when they play, you can 
see that there is so much respect and mutual admiration for each other 
as well. They bring so much to the game and such different things 
that our sport really needs both of them,” she added.

Hockey activities resume 
in Tamil Nadu & Puducherry

PUDUCHeRRY: Hockey players in Tamil Nadu and Puduch-
erry have resumed limited sports activities in accordance with the 
Ministry of Home Affairs’(MHA) guidelines amid the Covid-19 
pandemic. In Tamil Nadu, while there are several restrictions due 
to the ongoing battle with the pandemic, about 65 players have 
returned to the field. These players are above the age group of 18 
years and are training towards the state championships which will 
be a trial for the Hockey India National Championships.

“We have been cautious in our approach to begin activities in 
Tamil Nadu and have resumed only limited training for a small 
group of players across different centres. Since all schools and 
colleges are closed only SDAT headquarters play fields in the 
districts are open,” said Sekar J Manoharan, President of Hockey 
Unit of Tamil Nadu. “Due to unavailability of transportation, not 
all players are able to start activities to prepare themselves for 
domestic events. 

Warner, saha, sandeep help 
Hyderabad maul Mi, enter playoffs

SHaRjaH: Captain David Warner led from the front as 
SunRisers Hyderabad (SRH) not only handed Mumbai Indians 
(MI) a reality check as they outclassed the reigning champions 
by 10 wickets in the last league match of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) on Tuesday, but also enter playoffs. SRH, thus, 
became the fourth and final team to advance to the playoffs, 
after MI, Delhi Capitals (DC), and Royal Challengers Bangalore 
(RCB). The SRH win shattered the hopes of the fifth-placed 
Kolkata Knight Riders to advance to playoffs. KKR finished with 
14 points, the same as SRH and RCB, but lost out on net run rate 
(-0.214). After the outcome of Tuesday’s contest, MI finished the 
round-robin stage at the first spot with 18 points and is flowed 
by DC (16 points), SRH (14, net run rate +0.608) and RCB (14, 
net run rate -0.172). Kings XI Punjab, Chennai Super Kings, and 
Rajasthan Royals finished sixth, seventh, and eighth respectively 
on net run rate, as they had 12 points each.

probably our worst performance 
of the season: rohit

SHaRjaH: Mumbai Indians’ (MI) dominant campaign in 
the group stage of the Indian Premier League (IPL) ended with 
a crushing 10-wicket defeat to SunRisers Hyderabad (SRH) 
on Tuesday in what captain Rohit Sharma said was their worst 
performance of the season. MI finish the season on top of the 
table with 18 points, two more than second-placed Delhi Capitals 
(DC), and a net run rate of +1.107 which is the highest by any 
team in the league. “Not the day we want to remember, probably 
our worst performance of the season,” Rohit, 33, said after the 
match in which MI rested their key fast bowlers Trent Boult and 
Jasprit Bumrah. SRH openers David Warner and Wriddhiman 
Saha ended up chasing a target of 150 without breaking much 
sweat. “We wanted to try a few things but it didn’t go our way. 
We knew dew was going to be a factor and we wanted to take the 
toss out of consideration, but we didn’t play good cricket,” he 
said. “They played good shots in the Powerplay, and that helped 
them. If you take wickets in the Powerplay, even if there is dew, 
it can put pressure on the opposition,” he added. MI now face DC 
on November 5 in Qualifier 1, a team they had beaten on both 
occasions in the group stage. 

New DelHI: India and 
the UK will soon establish 
a framework for fruitful 
cooperation and exchange 
of information in the field 
of medical products’ regula-
tion, facilitating exchange of 
information and cooperation 
in various fields related to 
the sector and control unli-
censed exports and imports 
of medical products.

The move comes after 
the Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Wednesday ap-
proved the signing a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU) between India and 
the UK on cooperation in 

medical products’ regulation. 
The pact will be signed be-
tween India’s Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisa-
tion (CDSCO) and the UK 

Medicines and Healthcare 
Products Regulatory Agency 
(UK MHRA).

The MoU will help estab-
lish a framework for fruitful 
cooperation and exchange 
of information between the 

CDSCO and the UK MHRA 
in matters relating to medi-
cal products’ regulation in 
line with their international 
responsibilities. The main 
areas of cooperation be-
tween the two regulatory 
authorities include exchange 
of safety information, and 
pharmacovigilance, where 
there is a particular safety 
concern related to the other 
party, which includes safety 
concerns relating to medi-
cines and medical devices.

The pact will help in 
participation in scientific and 
practical conferences, sym-
posia, seminars organised by 
India and the UK.

 New DelHI : After taking 
hard decisions in the second and third 
quarters of this year, Indian compa-
nies are looking up again to invest in 
talent as a new survey showed that 87 
per cent of them plan to give salary 
increases in 2021 as compared to 71 
per cent in 2020.

As of September-October this 
year, out of the 87 per cent of 
surveyed companies that said they 
intend to pay out salary increases 
next year, 61 per cent said they 
plan to offer increases between 
5-10 per cent, said the survey by 
Aon, a leading global professional 
services firm providing a broad 
range of risk, retirement, and health 
solutions.

This compares to 71 per cent of 
companies providing increases in 

2020, when, of that group, only 45 
per cent gave increases in the same 
range, according to the “Salary 
Trends Survey” in India. “Despite the 
gravity of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in India and its deep impact on the 
economy, organisations in India have 
shown tremendous resilience and a 
mature view on talent,” Nitin Sethi, a 
partner at Aon, and CEO of the firm’s 
Performance and Rewards Solutions 
practice in India, said on the release 
of the survey. 

“Business and HR leaders made 
hard decisions in second and third 
quarters of 2020 and are now betting 
on the green shoots of improving 
consumer demand. They see the 
need to invest in talent as a critical 
part of their recovery and growth 
prospects.” 

 New DelHI: The Cabi-
net Committee on Economic 
Affairs on Wednesday approved 
the investment of Rs 1,810.56 
crore for the 210 MW Luhri 
Stage-I Hydro Electric Project 
located on the river Satluj in 
Shimla and Kullu districts of 
Himachal Pradesh.

This project, being imple-
mented by the Satluj Jal Vidyut 
Nigam Limited (SJVNL) on 
Build-Own-Operate-Maintain 
(BOOM) basis, will generate 
758.20 million units of electric-
ity annually. The Luhri Stage-I 

Hydro Electric Project shall be 
commissioned within a span of 
62 months.

The power generated from 
the project will help in pro-
viding Grid stability and will 

improve the power supply 
position. Besides adding valu-
able renewable energy to the 
grid, the project would also 
lead to reduction of 6.1 lakh 
tons of carbon dioxide from 
the environment annually, thus 
contributing to improvement in 
air quality. The construction ac-
tivities of the project will result 
in direct and indirect employ-
ment to around 2,000 persons 
and will contribute to overall 
socio-economic development 
of the State, a government state-
ment said.

DUbaI: Star Indian bats-
men Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma have maintained their 
top two positions in the latest 
ICC ODI rankings for batters 
which got updated on Wednes-
day following the conclusion 
of three-match series between 
Pakistan and Zimbabwe.

Meanwhile Pakistan all-
rounder Imad Wasim has gained 
three spots to reach 49th posi-
tion even as captain Babar 
Azam has bridged the gap 
a little with the Indian pair. 
Babar’s 221 runs, which in-
clude a knock of 125 in the third 
match on Tuesday evening, see 
him gain eight points though he 

remains in third position.
For Zimbabwe, Brendan 

Taylor and Sean Williams 
have advanced among batters 
after slamming fine centu-
ries in the series. Taylor has 
progressed nine slots to 42nd 
position after scoring 204 
runs including a knock of 112 
in the first match. Williams 
has advanced 12 places to 

46th position with 197 runs 
including an unbeaten 118 in 
the final match.

In the list of bowlers, New 
Zealand pace spearhead Trent 
Boult remains at the top spot, 
followed by India’s Jasprit 
Bumrah. Pakistan fast bowler 
Shaheen Afridi has achieved 
a career-best 16th position in 
the Rankings after a notable 
performance in the series with 
the hosts won 2-1.

Shaheen has gained eight 
places to move into the top 20 
for the first time in his career 
with a match-winning haul of 
5/49 in the opening ODI of the 
series in Rawalpindi.

New DelHI: The up-
coming edition of the Indian 
Super League (ISL) is set to 
feature a number of graduates 
from the latest batch of the 
All India Football Federation 
(AIFF)’s developmental side 
Indian Arrows and with the 
competition set to kick off 
in Goa on November 20, the 
young guns are hard at work 
as they prepare to take their 
ISL bows.

Among them is forward 
Vikram Partap Singh, who 

has 27 appearances for the 
Indian Arrows in  the  I -
League to his name along 
with five goals, four of which 
came in the 2019-20 season. 
Having signed for Mumbai City 
FC in the ISL, the 18-year-old 
feels that the goals his per-
formances for the Arrows last 
season have given him “belief 
in his abilities” ahead of the 
daunting challenge ahead.

“The preparation for the 
new season is going on full 
swing. I do feel a little pres-

sure but at the same time, there 
is a lot of excitement as well. 
Scoring goals and getting good 
game time with the Indian Ar-
rows last season has given me 
great belief in my abilities. I 
understand the ISL is an en-
tirely different platform but I 
want to continue scoring more 
and more in the upcoming cam-
paign,” Vikram, who also led 
the Indian side to the last eight 
of the AFC U-16 Championship 
2018, was quoted as saying by 
the-aiff.com.

No “anand” on the 
anand road of Deolali

DeOlalI CaMP: 
The Anand road of Deolali 
Camp contains Nallas and 
residential areas on one 
side, and a public ground 
and complex on the other. 
While the public ground 
is being cleaned and sani-
tized, the Nallas are in a 
filthy condition. 

The situation has been 

the same since a very long 
time, and concerned of-
ficials say their focus in on 
Covid-19.  As the guide-
lines are being eased, the 
school on Anand road might 
open as well.  However if 
the conditions are such, 
it might affect children’s  
health, and other residents 
living by the road.
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Women 
entrepreneurship

Gadkari to address 
Swayamshakti 

programme 
NaSHIK: Swayamshak-

ti, in collaboration with the 
Women Entrepreneur Founda-
tion, has organised an online 
programme on the topic of 
Entrepreneurial Women, En-
trepreneurial Nation Women 
Entrepreneurs.

Nitin Gadkari, Union Minis-
ter of Road Transport & High-
ways; Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises will provide guid-
ance in this virtual programme 
which will be held on Friday 
(November 6) at 6 pm.

The event will be telecast 
live on Facebook Live, Ins-
tagram Live and YouTube. 
Founder Deepali Chandak, 
Vice President Swati Shah and 
Sheetal Desai have appealed to 
participate in the programme. 
Limited number of women will 
get an opportunity to participate 
through video conferencing.

Honest auto rickshaw driver 
returns mobile to passenger

NaSHIK: In a rare 
show of honesty, an auto 
rickshaw driver returned 
a mobile that woman pas-
senger had forgotten in auto 
rickshaw.

Anita Bhausaheb Ghan-
sawat (resident of Ram-
krishna Nagar, XLO Point, 
Satpur) had boarded auto 
rickshaw at city and got 
down at Lekhanagar. After 
getting down from the auto 
rickshaw she realised that 
she had forgotten her mo-
bile in auto rickshaw. She 

had then contacted Ambad 
police station. Police naik 
Pavan Pardeshi who was on 
duty at that time had made 
a contact on mobile of the 
concerned woman.

Auto rickshaw driver 
Pradip Jebu Parate (res-
ident of Makhmalabad, 
Panchavati) received 
the phone call and in-
formed that the woman 
had forgotten the mo-
bile in auto rickshaw. 
He then came to Am-
bad police station and 

returned the mobile to the 
woman. Police constable 
Ravindra Koli and police 
naik Yogesh Revgade were 
present on the occasion.
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